Radiotherapeutic management of cancer of the glottis, University of Virginia, 1956-1971.
All patients with cancer of the glottis treated by radiotherapy with curative intent at the University of Virginia from 1956 through 1971 have been reviewed. Follow-up is complete through December, 1973. Results are presented by both stage and treatment policy and indicate that with our present methods of management a high degree of local control is achieved. The complications of treatment are examined, particularly those arising as a result of combined radiotherapy and surgery. A small number of cases have been salvaged following local recurrence and these are described in detail. Particularly striking has been the effectiveness of radiotherapy in the treatment of advanced (Stage III and IV) lesions. In this group 58 percent of the patients survive with their larynges intact. Considering the poor general condition and advanced nature of the lesions in these cases this result is important and may indicate the nature of future trends in treatment, namely radiotherapy, with surgery held in abeyance until there is overt recurrence.